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MINIMAL EFFECT DETERMINATIONS

Minimal Effect is a determination that the conversion or
proposed conversion action of a wetland will have an insig-
nificant effect on the hydrologic and biologic functions and
values of the wetland.

Purpose

The wetland conservation provisions of the 1996 Farm Bill
allow landowners to produce agricultural commodities even if
their actions involve converting a wetland, as long as there is
only a minor impact on the functions and values of the
landowner’s wetland and other wetlands in the area.

A minimal effect determination provides landowners with
information that is useful in making decisions about wetlands
conversion that relate to U.S. Department of Agriculture farm
program eligibility.

USDA Program Eligibility

A landowner will maintain USDA farm program eligibility
for actions associated with the conversion of a wetland or the
production of an agricultural commodity on a converted wet-
land if the action will have a minimal effect on the hydrologic
and biologic functions of the wetlands in the area.

Categorical Minimal Effect Determinations
A list of activities and practices that have minimal effect
on wetland functions and values for the local area will be

developed. Categorical minimal effect exemptions enable land-
owners to conduct these activities with immediate approval
while maintaining eligibility for USDA programs. A list of cat-
egorical minimal effect activities and practices will be avail-
able in the local Natural Resources Conservation Service of-
fice when developed.

Applying for a Minimal Effect Determination
USDA has personnel trained in conducting minimal effect
determinations.
The landowner may request a conservationist to visit the
wetland, discuss the proposed action, and determine if effects
are minimal.

For More Information
NRCS, Farm Service Agency, Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice, or your local conservation district can provide more in-
formation. Your USDA Service Center is listed in the tele-
phone book under U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Notice
This information is based on the Interim Final Rule for Highly
Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation published in the
Federal Register, Sept. 6, 1996. The information contained
herein is subject to change in the Final Rule. The rule can be
viewed on the Internet at www.nrcs.usda.gov.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326 W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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